December 14, 2011

Bashir’s crimes are well-known and docu-
mented. This is the same man that is ac-
cused by the International Criminal Court of
five counts of crimes against humanity, in-
cluding murder, rape, torture, extermi-
nation, and two counts of war crimes.

I've been to Sudan five times, including in
July 2004 when Senator Sam Brownback and
I were the first congressional delegation to
go to Darfur. We spoke with women who had
been raped just days earlier.

The Arab janjaweed militias, armed by
Khartoum, told these women that they want-
ed to make ‘‘lighter skinned babies.”’

In addition to horrific human rights abuses
and crimes committed by Bashir and his Na-
tional Congress Party (NCP), Sudan remains
on the State Department’s list of state spon-
sors of terrorism. It is well known that the
same people currently in control in Khar-
toum gave safe haven to Osama bin Laden in
the early 1990s. Moreover, Khartoum was a
revolving door for Hamas and other des-
ignated terrorist groups.

But Bashir’s crimes are not merely at
thing of the past as we will hear in greater
detail today. At a recent Tom Lantos Human
Rights Commission hearing on the crisis in
Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile states in
Sudan, former Member of Congress and
President of United to End Genocide, Tom
Andrews, spoke about his experiences while
visiting the region.

He said that there were reports of, ‘‘Suda-
nese armed forces and their allied militias
going door to door targeting people based
upon their religion, and based upon the color
of their skin.”

Let me repeat that . . . people were being
targeted for killing based upon their religion
and the color of their skin.

According to the USCIRF delegation that
recently visited Sudan and met with refugees
in Yida camp, all of the pastors with whom
they spoke said they fled Southern Kordofan
after learning that the Sudanese military
was undertaking house searches for Chris-
tians and SPLM-N supporters.

If this were happening in southern France,
the world would be outraged. The world
would take action. And yet, this story rarely
features above the fold.

We stand just blocks from a museum that
cries out ‘“‘Never Again.”” Meanwhile, it ap-
pears that this administration is complicit
in allowing the genocidaire Bashir an advo-
cate in Washington.

Which begs the question, who lobbies for
the people whose faces are represented in
this room?

Yesterday I wrote the president along with
the Departments of State Treasury and Jus-
tice requesting immediate clarification
about this matter and will continue to press
them—just as I have done during previous
administrations.

I am submitting this correspondence and
relevant information into the Congressional
Record for all to see.

We must not be silent in the face of this in-
justice.

If President Obama, Secretary Clinton and
Secretary Geithner stand by and allow this
to happen, history will be their judge.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF LITERACY VOLUN-
TEERS OF AMERICA—PRINCE
WILLIAM
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OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the 20th Anniversary of
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Literacy Volunteers of America—Prince Wil-
liam.

Founded in 1991 by local librarian Dona
Swanson to help teach a library patron to
read, Literacy Volunteers of America—Prince
William has since grown to 300 volunteers and
600 students. Despite its impressive growth,
LVA-PW has maintained its direct service ap-
proach, providing individualized adult literacy
tutoring based on the personal needs and
goals of adult learners seeking to improve
their education and employment skills. LVA-
PW’s programs are well-researched and con-
stantly tracked and evaluated by staff to en-
sure their effectiveness. This has proven to be
a highly successful model; in 2010, LVA-PW’s
adult learners received a total of 12,000 hours
of instruction, with nearly 80% achieving at
least one of their personal goals.

Literacy Volunteers of America—Prince Wil-
liam has established itself as an institution in
the community, fostering local partnerships to
strengthen both their own services and those
of other community groups, including the
Prince William County Library System, the Vir-
ginia Employment Center, Northern Virginia
Community College, the Prince William County
Adult Education Program, and local busi-
nesses through workplace literacy programs.
Literacy Volunteers of America—Prince Wil-
liam has additionally been recognized in the
past as Community Service Organization of
the Year by the Prince William Regional
Chamber of Commerce, Volunteer Organiza-
tion of the Quarter by Prince William County,
and Friday’s Hero by the local Channel 9
News. Most recently, LVA-PW Executive Di-
rector Kim Sells received the Nancy Jiranek
Award for Outstanding Virginia Adult Literacy
Executive Director from the Virginia Literacy
Foundation.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in recognizing the 20th Anniversary of Lit-
eracy Volunteers of America—Prince William.
| also express my gratitude to LVA-PW’s vol-
unteer tutors and trainers, Board of Directors,
and staff for helping to empower members of
the community by increasing life skills and
workforce potential through literacy.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 3630, MIDDLE CLASS TAX
RELIEF AND JOB CREATION ACT
OF 2011
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Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | oppose this
closed rule, particularly because it does not
allow for a Democratic substitute for critical
year end legislation.

In a Democratic substitute we would have
included a permanent repeal of the flawed
physician payment formula in Medicare replac-
ing it with a ten-year freeze. Each year mem-
bers promise to look into this formula and ad-
dress it—to provide certainty and stability for
America’s seniors in accessing their doctors.
The House passed health reform bill did ex-
actly that. Unfortunately it did not become law,
but the Republicans did not even try to solve
this problem. They did not offer legislation or
have markups. The Republican bill punts the
question for another 2 years.
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In a Democratic substitute we would have
included the Wireless Innovation and Public
Safety Broadband Act that Representatives
ESHOO and | sponsored. It keeps many of the
same policy goals as the Republican legisla-
tion, but it would not undermine public safety
by erecting a faulty governance model for a
public safety broadband network, nor would it
mandate the premature return of spectrum uti-
lized for mission critical voice communications.
The substitute also would have allowed the
FCC necessary discretion to preserve unli-
censed spectrum uses that preserve innova-
tion and benefit consumers as well as protect
consumers from monopolies.

In a Democratic substitute, we would not
have included the poison pill of the Keystone
XL tar sands pipeline provision.

In a Democratic substitute, we would not be
asking modest income seniors and individuals
with disabilities to foot the bill for tax relief—
that's just robbing Peter to pay Paul. Seniors
making over $85,000 a year are already pay-
ing more for Medicare. High income earners
already pay more all their lives for Medicare
through the Medicare payroll tax which has no
cap. The changes in the Republican bill re-
structure the Medicare program in problematic
ways to pay for short term extensions.

In a Democratic substitute, we would not be
creating an additional 170,000 uninsured peo-
ple by increasing costs on working class indi-
viduals through the health care tax credit and
subsidies in the Affordable Care Act.

In a Democratic substitute, we would not be
taking the shortsighted step of reducing our
commitment to public health and prevention
activities. These activities help to prevent dis-
eases like diabetes, heart disease, cancer,
and obesity and can lower healthcare costs
over the long run.

The Democratic substitute would be a fair
extension of important programs and would be
paid for by the withdrawal and downsizing of
troops overseas through the overseas contin-
gency fund.

————

MARKING THE END OF THE WAR
IN IRAQ

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON
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Wednesday, December 14, 2011

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of this great day in Amer-
ican history—the day that marks the end of
the Irag war. Although for years we all hoped
and prayed that this day would come, there is
an overwhelming feeling of relief when hope
becomes a reality. Today we stand together
as a nation and rejoice as we look forward to
the return of thousands of men and women
whose countless sacrifices, remarkable serv-
ice, and enormous achievements in the name
of our great Nation will never be forgotten.

Nearly 1.5 million Americans served in the
war in Iraq, with 30,000 wounded and nearly
4,500 casualties. In my district, we suffered
the loss of 12 remarkable servicemen. We re-
member Long Beach residents: Pfc. Stephen
A. Castellano; Sgt. 1st Class Randy D. Col-
lins; Sgt. Anthony J. Davis, Jr.; Sgt. Israel
Garcia; Pvt. Ernesto R. Guerra; Pfc. Lyndon
A. Marcus, Jr.; Spec. Roberto L. Martinez
Salazar; Spec. Astor A. SunsinPineda; Pfc.




		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-26T20:25:10-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




